PENDING LEGISLATION 
OTC: No action was taken on H. R. 
5550," to authorize U. S. participa- 
tion in the Organization for Trade 
Cooperation. Early hearings are 
promised in the next session. 
Sugar Quotas: The House passed 
H. R. 7030, revising and extending 
the Sugar Act, increasing domestic 
producers’ share of the market, but 
the Senate delayed action. 

Customs Simplification: The House 
passed H. R. 6040 to change the 
method of determining value on im- 
ports, but the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee failed to report it to the floor. 
Bricker Amendment: The Subcom- 
mittee of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee which held hearings on 8. J. 
Res. 1,7 to limit the President’s au- 
thority to enter ‘into treaties, re- 
ported the bill favorably to the full 
Committee. Early Committee and 
floor action is expected in the 1956 
session. 

Immigration: S. 2113, embodying 
the President’s proposals for liberal- 
izing the Refugee Relief Act, and 
other bills are pending in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The Admin- 
istration bill would permit 5,000 ad- 
ditional refugees to enter the United 
States and would make chanves in 
sponsorship requirements. 
Wiretapping: H. R. 5413, to permit 
federal law enforcement agencies to 
use wiretapping in kidnapping and 
national security cases after the At- 
torney General gets permission from 
a federal district court, was reported 
favorably to the House Judiciary 
Committee by a Subcommittee. 
Defense Plant Security: S. 681, to 
extend the federal security program 
to employees of defense plants by 
granting the President broad discre- 
tionary powers to apply regulations 
when he finds that the nation’s se- 
curity is threatened, is pending in 
the Internal Security Subcommittee 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Natural Gas: The House passed a 
bill, H. R. 6645, exempting producers 
and gatherers of natural gas from 
federal regulation. The Senate In- 
terstate and Commerce Committee 
favorably reported a similar bill, 
S. 1853, but Senate deferred action 
until next year. 

Social Security: H. R. 7225, amend- 
ing the Social Security law, was 
passed by the House. The Senate 
Finance Committee held hearings but 
failed to report the bill. As passed 
by the House, the bill would con- 
tinue benefits to disabled children 
after they reach 18 years of age, re- 
duce the eligibility age for disabled 
workers from 65 to 50, reduce the 


eligibility age for women receiving 
payments from 65 to 62, and make 
other changes. 

D. C. Home Rule: The Senate passed 
S. 669,* to provide an elected Mayor, 
Council, and Board of Education for 
the District of Columbia, but the 
House District of Columbia Com- 
mittee took no action. 

Federal Elections: S. 636, revising 
the federal election laws to prevent 
corrupt practices, requiring better 
reporting of expenditures by and for 
candidates, and increasing the allow- 
able expenditure by a formula based 
on the total number of votes cast 
in state elections, was pending in 
the Senate. 

Presidential Primaries: S. 652, H. R. 
601 and identical House bills pro- 
posed cooperation between the fed- 
eral government and states desiring 
to conduct presidential preferential 
primaries by providing grants to help 
meet the cost of holding the pri- 
maries. A_ bipartisan Commission 
would certify to the states the names 
of candidates received on petitions 
requesting certification. Delegates 
to the national political party con- 
ventions chosen in the primaries 
would be pledged to vote for the 
“popular” state candidate. No ac- 
tion was taken by the Committees 
to which the bills were referred. 
Electoral College Reform: S. Res. 31, 
a proposed constitutional amend- 
ment which would abolish the office 
of presidential elector and divide the 
electoral votes within each state in 
direct proportion to the popular vote, 
was favorably reported to the Senate 
after hearings on various proposals 
for changing the process of electing 
the President. This plan is in sub- 
stance the same as the Lodge-Gos- 
sett resolution which passed the 
Senate in 1950. Other proposals con- 
sidered by the Committee included 
direct popular election and the choice 
of electors by congressional district, 
with two from each state elected at 
large. No action was taken by the 
Senate. 


HEARINGS 


Bill of Rights Survey: A Senate Ju- 
diciary Subcommittee on Constitu- 
tional Rights will begin on Oct. 3 a 
series of hearings “to determine to 
what extent guaranteed individual 
rights” are being respected and en- 
forced in the United States. The 
first series will examine what is hap- 
pening to the individual rights named 
in the first ten amendments of the 
Constitution. Expert witnesses will 
be asked to make expository state- 
ments on the field covered by each 
specific right and to indicate any spe- 


cific problem that calls for intensive 
investigation. Special safeguards for 
the rights of witnesses appearing be- 
fore the Committee have been set 
up. Subcommittee members are Sen- 
ators Hennings (D., Mo.) chairman, 
O’Mahoney (D., Wyo.) and Langer 
(R., N.D.). 


Federal Security Program Hearings: 
A Subcommittee of the Senate Post 
Office and Civil Service Committee 
will continue through the fall a series 
of hearings on the government em- 
ployees security program. 

A Look at the Economy: The Joint 
Committee on the Economic Report 
has scheduled a series of hearings 
between Oct. 4 and Dec. 16, to eval- 
uate the Federal Reserve System sta- 
tistics, automation, unemployment, 
foreign economic policy, the problem 
of low-income families, and tax 
policy. 


* Indicates League support. 


+ Indicates League opposition. 
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rN 1919, at the Jubilee Convention of 

the National American Woman Suf- 
frage Association, celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of its founding, Carrie Chap- 
man Catt proposed the formation of the 
League of Women Voters and described 
the “great need to be met by the new 
organization if it adopted a program of 
nonpartisan political education and lead- 
ership.” 

Later, in January 1920, Mrs. Catt 
wrote in The Woman Citizen: “The 
League of Women Voters believes, and 
will act upon the belief, that the real 
spirit of America is not bounded by the 
horizon of any one political party nor 
any one political creed. In other words, 
the League believes, and will act upon 
the belief, that political parties were 
meant to be the tools of government— 
not its masters.” 


In April 1921, Mrs. Maud Wood Park, 
first national President, declared to the 
second annual Convention: “The League 
can scarcely fail to develop in its mem- 
bers a saving sense that the saints are 
not all in one party and the sinners in 
another, and a steadfast determination 
to see that their own party, whatever it 
may be, follows its real statesmen.” 

In the early days it was evident that 
if the Suffrage Association allied itself 
with any one political party or indeed 
with any one group, the prospects of 
winning the support of many groups 
would be diminished. Throughout the 
years of work for suffrage it was also 
evident that, to be fully effective, voters 
must join the political party of their 
choice and work within it. 

Thus the League was born nonparti- 
san, continued to be nonpartisan, and 
will preserve its nonpartisanship with 
the greatest of care. At the same time, 
the League continually urges participa- 
tion by its members, as individuals, in 
the political parties as a necessary part 
of citizenship. 

As the national political campaign gets 
under way, it will be increasingly im- 


portant that the nonpartisan character 
of the League be safeguarded with vigi- 
lance. This means that all those who 
represent the League in the public eye 
must choose between League and party 
work. The pressures and temptations to 
do both will no doubt be great, but 
choices must be made. 

The local League Board is responsible 
for ultimate decisions in determining 
whether a proposed activity by a Board 
member jeopardizes the League’s non- 
partisanship. Members who do not of- 
ficially represent the League are not in 
any way restricted in their political ac- 
tivities as long as they do not use the 
name of the League. 

It is to be hoped, of course, that 
throughout the campaign all members 
will see the contribution the League can 
make through its Voters Service work as 
a vitally important factor in developing 
informed and active participation of 
citizens in government. 





The Story of the Trade Surveys 


URVEYS of the local effects of 

foreign trade have been almost 
completed by 517 Leagues in 41 
states. Interviews have been con- 
ducted with 10,660 manufacturing 
concerns, farmers, farm organizations 
and agencies, port authorities, min- 
ers, and transportation officials. Of 
the surveys, 13 were conducted on a 
state basis, 149 on either a congres- 
sional district or community basis. 
It is expected that a summary of the 
work done, with some evaluation of 
its educational value and the story 
of what the interviewers discovered, 
will be published for early release. 

In the meantime, five League 
members recently summarized before 
the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee the findings of surveys in which 
they had participated. On March 
8, during hearings on H.R. 5550, the 
bill to authorize U.S. membership in 
the Organization for Trade Coopera- 
tion, League witnesses told why the 
surveys were undertaken and what 
had been learned. 

Mrs. Oscar M. Ruebhausen of the 
national Board, in introducing the 
other four witnesses, said: “In order 
to gain understanding of new devel- 
opments in trade as well as to ana- 
lyze present conditions, the League 
undertook these surveys. The surveys 
have stimulated so much interest and 
have such an important bearing on 
your decisions regarding OTC that 
we have asked four local League 
leaders to tell you what they found.” 

These witnesses were: Mrs. Don- 


ald P. Kennett, who discussed the 
St. Louis metropolitan area survey; 
Mrs. Charles G. Benson, who told of 
the Clark County (Ga.) survey and 
mentioned other surveys made in 
Georgia; Mrs. Homer W. Ohlhaver, 
who presented the Illinois state sur- 
vey, and Mrs. F. W. Hopkins, who 
gave details of the surveys made in 
nine New Jersey Congressional Dis- 
tricts. 

These surveys were filed with the 
Committee. The witnesses were con- 
gratulated by the Chairman, Rep. 
Jere Cooper (D., Tenn.) “for the con- 
tribution the League has made to 
this important issue.” 

Copies of the testimony are avail- 
able at 5¢ for each statement, or 15¢ 
for all five. 


% CONGRESSIONAL x 
SPOTLIGHT 


A new version of S. J. Res. 1+ 
(Bricker Amendment) proposing a con- 
stitutional amendment to limit the Presi- 
dent’s treaty-making powers, was re- 
ported to the Senate by the Judiciary 
Committee March 5 and will be placed 
on the Senate Calendar as soon as the 
Committee report is published. The 
new wording, sponsored by Sen. Dirksen 
(R., Ill.), states that “a provision of a 
treaty or other international agreement 
which conflicts with any provision of this 
Constitution shall not be of any force or 
effect,” and that the Senate shall advise 
and consent to ratification of treaties by 
roll call votes. 





+ Indicates League opposition. 
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